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Congregational  
Meeting 

Sunday, June 14th 

Meeting 11:15 a.m.  
Please plan to attend. 

Our Identity: 
LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: 
Loved and Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more 
than we deserve, and are sent by Him with more purpose than we 

could ever imagine.  

Will you help to deliv-
er Meals on Wheels 
in June? 

Join us every 
Wednesday at 7 pm 
in May for a Zoom 
Bible Study following 
Jesus through the 
Gospel of Matthew. 

Worship with us every  
Sunday online at 10 am  
either at Facebook or 

on YouTube 

Access the entire church calendar from the 
home page by clicking on the calendar button.  
 
You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Worship with us.  

May Sermon Series: Easter on the Move 

May 2020 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I need to say thank you. 
 

Thank you for your care for one another. To be honest, as your pastor, it has 
been awesome to hear how you all are caring for one another during these dif-
ficult days. I’ve heard of text chains, handwritten cards, and phone calls among 
friends. Almost every time I get off the phone to check in with one of our mem-
bers I hear something like, “I was just talking to __(Living Christ Member)__ 
who called to see how I was doing!” When I worry about someone in our congregation who might 
fall through the cracks, I learn that someone else has already reached out. 
 

So, thank you for teaching me what it looks like to love one another within the Body of Christ. It’s 
not always easy, convenient, or like it used to be, but our call to love is still the same - pandemic or 
not. You all have taught me both what that looks like and how beautiful it is. 
 

And, thank you for your patience towards me. As I learn how to pastor to a people I can’t see face-

to-face, as I figure out how to lead worship online, and as I try new things to connect us all, it’s not 
always easy. Your patient kindness towards me as I learn along the way is overwhelming.  
 

Finally, thank you for your encouraging words. Thank you for checking in on me and my family to 
see how we are doing. Thank you for your prayers. Thank you.  
 

Now, let me offer a little encouragement of my own: Let me remind you that no matter what hap-
pens, Jesus is still Lord, we are still His Church, and we will meet again!  
 

Jesus is still Lord! That means that He is in control, He is working something good, and He contin-
ues to love us with His cross shaped love.  
 

We are still the Church! That’s because the Church is the people of God gathered 
around His Word and gifts. While we are a little more spread out than usual, the 
Word of God continues to be among us. It continues to declare us to be God’s chil-
dren and equip us to love and serve.  
 

We will meet again! As I write this, I don’t know when that will be. But, what I do 
know is that it will be amazing (and we’ll make sure it’s quite the celebration)! 
 

Here’s an understatement for you: Life hasn’t been easy for us. But, you all have made it easier. 
You’ve lived out the love of Jesus among one another. I know I’ve received it.  
 

Thank you, 
 

Pastor Peter 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 11:15 am 
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Worship 
Notes and 
Preview 

Sermon Series: Easter on the Move 

5/3: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Text:  Acts 17:1-9 

 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 Mark 13:9-11 

 

5/10: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Text:  Acts 18:1-4 

 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 Mark 9:34-35  
 

5/17: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Text:  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 Mark 12:28-31  
 

5/24  Seventh Sunday Easter 
Text:  Acts 2:1-4; 
 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

 Mark 1:4-8  
 

5/31 The Day of Pentecost 
Text: Acts 2:1-4 

 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

 Mark 1:4-8  

Summer Suppers Update 

 

Dear friends, 
 

We wanted to let you know that the 
Summer Supper program has been 
placed on hold.  
This is due to the Governor’s stay-in-

place order for COVID19 virus. Once 
we get a definitive idea of what social 
distancing model we will be directed to 
follow, after the stay-in-place order 
has been lifted, we will let you know 
what has been decided. 
 

Blessings, 
Patty and Lu-
anne 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

On April 23rd, 2020 we got word from our Governor 
that our Shelter in Place order is extended through the 
month of May. That means at least another month of 
isolation for all of us. Another month stuck inside. An-
other month of loneliness, questions, and fears. 
 

As I thought about what I need now more than ever, I 
knew what it was right away. It’s what I always need: 
Jesus. And I know you need Him too, especially now. 
 

So, how about we spend the month of May follow-
ing Jesus through the Gospel of Matthew? If we 
each read one chapter of the book a day, we’ll be able 
to watch His life from birth to resurrection. I wonder 
what He could show us? I’m sure it’s something won-
derful. I wonder how we’ll be changed? I’m sure it’ll be 
for our good. 
 

Each week, I (Pastor Peter) will lead a 
Zoom video call to recap what we read and 
offer a brief reflection. These calls will take 
place Wednesdays at 7pm. The first one 
will begin May 6th. The invitation will be sent out in a 
weekly email.  
 

If you are not able to make the Zoom meeting, Pastor 
Peter will record a brief audio devotion that will got out 
in a telephone call Wednesday evenings at 7pm. If we 
don’t have your phone number or e-mail on record at 
the church (or if you are unsure if we do) please fill out 
the form online or call the church office. 
 

Before you start reading, check out the two videos from 
The Bible Project that introduce Matthew’s Gospel: 
(look for the link online) 
 

Reading Schedule 

Week 1 (Sunday, May 3 – Saturday, May 9) – Matthew 
Chapters 1-7 

Week 2 (Sunday, May 10 – Saturday, May 16) – Mat-
thew Chapters 8-14 

Week 3 (Sunday, May 17 – Saturday, May 23) – Mat-
thew Chapters 14-21 

Week 4 (Sunday, May 24 – Saturday, May 30) – Mat-
thew Chapters 22-28 

 

I look forward to spending lots of time with Jesus with 
you all in May. Please pray that this time together 
would provide abundant blessings to us all! 
 

Pastor Peter 
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Newsletter Assistance  
 

Thanks to Becky and Art for helping with 
the April Newsletter. 
 

If you would like to assist with the news-
letter, please call the church office. Here 
is the schedule for the coming months. 

Communications 

Month May June July 

Articles due 5/10 6/10 7/10 

Ready to 
proof 

5/15 6/15 7/15 

Proofer Karen Becky Ann 

Ready to 
collate 

5/23-24 6/23-24 7/21-22 

Collate team Kathy S. 
Arlene 

Kathy and 
Scott 

Linda 

Bob 

Drive-Up Food Pantry 

 

 With the closing of the church building because of the coronavirus, it also became neces-
sary to close the food pantry. Lynne recalled making pre-made bags of groceries at one time. With 
the building closed we thought we could try having pre-made bags ready to hand out to people as 
they drove up. That’s what we did. 
 We wanted each bag to have more or less the same items. Cereal. Pasta with sauce, a box 
or canned meal such as mac and cheese, hamburger/tuna helper, or spaghetti O’s, peanut butter 
and jelly, 2 cans of tuna, 2 cans of vegetables, a can of soup, a bag of rice, a can of fruit and 
some fresh fruit. We also put in a roll of toilet paper and a roll of paper towels. There were also 
single items in the pantry. We put those in a basket and let each person take one item extra. Items 
in the basket included everything from artichokes to popcorn. 
 In order to buy enough food, we used Thrivent action grant money from summer suppers 
and the JoJo fundraiser. We also used food that was donated. I’d like to thank everyone who do-
nated items to help with this project. Every donation helps the resources we have go farther. 
We pack ten bags at a time. I buy needed items and pack the bags on Tuesday. On Thursday I 
put out the signs that the pantry is open around 10 am and finish by 3 pm. In the four weeks we 
have been doing this, we have passed out thirty-six bags. 
 Beth made masks to pass out with the bags The masks were well received and greatly ap-
preciated. Thank you Beth. 
 We can always use donations. Either food from the list, or donations to the Loving and Car-
ing Fund (and marked for the food pantry). I am willing to do the shopping.  
 

Thank you, 
 

Art 

Scrip Gift Cards Still Available 

 

With the Governor's order to maintain social distancing through May 30, it will probably be at least 
a month before we are together again in church. How we shop has certainly changed these days. 
But If you would like gift cards during this time, don't hesitate to contact me. I will arrange a safe 
way to get cards to you. 
 

Stay safe and well! 
 

Deanne 
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How the world has changed – for you, for me, and for JoJo. As you can imagine, JoJo is not visit-
ing these days. Instead, she is checking in on Facebook, and sending videos or pictures to her reg-
ular people. This week she begins virtual visits, visiting people through the Zoom platform (or any 
other way people would like to visit with her online). If someone you know would like a virtual visit 
with a comfort dog, they can visit the LCC website and fill out a request. You can also contact 
Becky and we can set one up with JoJo. It’s not the same, but it can be pretty good. JoJo is much 
more an in-person kind of dog, but she still loves the voices, and we do too. 
 

As you might suspect, Pause to Play has paused for this year. We had a great year, made so 
many new friends, and will miss them until we start up again in September. Please pray for these 
young families, especially the parents, as they shelter at home. We all need an extra dose of God’s 
love these days as patience and creativity are in high demand. 
 

Due to the uncertainty of what the opening up of our community will look like, we have rescheduled 
the May congregational meeting for the second Sunday in June. We will plan to meet after church 
on June 14 to elect officers on the board for the upcoming year. 
 

At this time when people have worked so hard to come up with new ways of doing things, I want to 
thank some that I’m aware of: 
* Pastor Peter, for the amazing effort he has put into connecting with us through online services, 

devotionals online and by phone, and his usual ways of touching our lives 

* George, for always helping out behind the scenes, cleaning and caring for our 
building, helping with tech issues and with JoJo 

* Arlene, for making sure we had our palms and Easter flowers 

* Sara, for making the outside of our church look so beautiful 
* Art (and Lynne) for reaching out to our community with bags of food on Thursdays 

* And for YOU, all of our members, who are reaching to each other (and your fami-
lies and neighbors) with love, compassion, and encouragement at this time, and 
especially those who are helping out the homebound by running errands, etc. 

 

We are the church, the hands and feet of Christ, and I see it so fully at this time. God bless you all. 
 

Becky 

May’s Ministry of the Month is The Lutheran Home in Arlington 
Heights, who care for and provide for the elderly.  
 

Many of these residents no longer have family who visit them. 
We, as a congregation, can provide help to make their lives easi-
er. 
Our donation to its auxiliary helps to provide items the residents 
cannot afford for themselves, whether medi-
cal assistance devices or items for leisure 
activities.  
Thank you for joining us in supporting this 
organization that ministers to the elderly to 
keep them active and provide for their 
needs. 
Blessings, 
 

Luanne 

Mites were dropped off on 
April 5th. $26.03 was col-
lected. You may send in 
donations for mites along 
with your offerings. Just 
make a separate check and 
mark it for mites. 
Thanks to everyone for 
your support 
of the LWML. 
 

Nancy 

Lutheran Women’s  
Missionary League 

From the President 
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So what exactly does a life of witnessing look like? Have you ever seen someone with an address 
or appointment book that looks ridiculous? It is twice as fat as it supposed to be because business 
cards and small pieces of paper are falling out of it, notes to self are stuck into the calendar creat-
ing extra pages. Some of you are saying to yourself – Marty, what are you talking about? Nowa-
days, everyone keeps track of things electronically! Maybe, but the same process holds true – 
some people’s electronic calendars have 12 entries on some days – some appointments, some 
notes, some follow-ups. Relationships are important and we all need to keep track of them – 
whether you are an executive focused on the fast track of your career or a witness for Christ fo-
cused on the eternal destiny of those you love who are part of your life. 
Pastor Peter’s sermon on April 19th (the most recent sermon in my head as I was writing this 
newsletter article) had some very pointed questions that relate exactly to our calling to be a wit-
ness for Christ since we have “seen” His resurrection through the eyes of faith. 

Who can you share Easter with? 

How are you going to share the message? 

Why wouldn’t you share it with everyone? 

Well that’s quite a daunting question. So it requires some thought for which process will work for 
you to be intentional about sharing your love of Christ with those who are in your life. 
Several months ago in the newsletter, you were shown a vocation and witnessing worksheet.  If 
you didn’t print it off – we can email you a replacement. But you could also just take any small 
notebook you have and begin to make a list of those you interact with on a weekly basis. Oh, 
that’s right, we’re not supposed to interact with anyone. So we should simply forget to witness to 
others until we have a vaccine? Well, just reading that sentence should make you mad at me (you 
know the good kind of mad). God’s love goes out from His people continually – whether corona-

virus is around the corner or totally forgotten. So you could be working on your vocation and wit-
nessing worksheet by writing down all the people you NEED to be emailing, texting, calling, pray-
ing for and any other type of communication that comes to mind (send them a card, send them a 
note, write them a letter [radical thought – you have plenty of time]. And everyone you touch, eve-
ryone you think of touching in any form – put their name in your small notebook and begin to pray 
for them. Then when you touch them, ask them how you can continue to pray for them. And every 
interaction you have in the coming weeks – make it an opportunity to show or share the love of 
Christ. 
Make it a habit to write down names, pray over them, pray for them and then show them the love 
of Christ in acts of servanthood but also by keeping track of each rela-
tionship and looking for every opportunity to witness to the love of 
Christ in your life. Before Pastor Peter gave the list of questions 
(roughly quoted above in bullet point format), he said, “Easter is not a 
day on the calendar, it is the reality of your life every day!” So, what en-
try will you put on your daily planner tomorrow to witness for Christ to 
someone you prayed about today? Now, repeat this task every morn-
ing for the rest of your life. God bless your life as a witness for Christ. 
 

Sincerely, Marty, a witness 

Please mark your calendars! The May congregational meeting will be held Sun-
day, June 14 at 11:15am. It will include nomination of members of the board of 
directors among other topics. Hope to see you there. If you have anything you 
would like to know more about, any specific topic addressed, please let Becky 
know. Thank you 

 

Becky, President 
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All meetings and activi-
ties are dependent on the 
Stay At Home issued by 
our government. 
 

May 3 Scrip Orders 
placed 

May 5 BOD Meeting by Zoom 

May 6 Wed. Evening Zoom Bible Study 

May 13 Wed. Evening Zoom Bible Study 

May 20 Wed. Evening Zoom Bible Study 

May 27 Wed. Evening Zoom Bible Study 

June 1 Out to Lunch Bunch 

June 1-30 Deliver Meals on Wheels  

June 7 Mites collected after the service  

 Scrip orders placed 

June 14 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

5/6 Art 
5/11 Paul 
5/13 Arnie 

 Melissa 

5/16 Shaun 

5/21 Susan 

5/25 Andrew 

5/30 Ilene 

 

Karen and Tom 

5/12/62 

Lynne and Art 
5/20/78 

Gilda and Fred 

5/23/81 

E
ld
e
rs

 

Art 
Wayne 

Memorials received in  
the last month: 
 

To the Memorial Fund: 
* by Gilda, Laura, 

Patty and Arnie, 
Nancy, Bonnie, Linda and 
Mary in memory of Marty F. 

* by Linda in memory of Bill 
 

To the Comfort Dog Ministry 

* by Linda in memory of Bill 

Marty F. 
was called 
to his 
Heavenly 
Home on 
April 11th. 
Funeral—
April 14th. 

Will You Help?Will You Help?Will You Help?Will You Help? 
Recently I realized something else has changed for me. I 
cannot make an announcement in church on the first Sun-
day in May to ask for volunteers to deliver Meals on Wheels 
in June. Churches in Wheeling Township provide volun-
teers to deliver meals to homebound residents, and Living 
Christ has done so for close to the more than 50 years Liv-
ing Christ has been serving our faithful Savior. 
 

This year Route 3 has only four stops. Can you help by 
signing up for a day or two in June to pick up meals at the 
Lutheran Home at 11:00 a.m. and deliver them to the four 
stops? Mondays and Tuesdays are already covered by per-
manent volunteers so Living Christ needs to deliver on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays for a total of 12 days. 
In order to protect the health of everyone involved, there 
will be special delivery instructions included with the list of 
delivery addresses. Meals will be left at doors with no face-

to-face contact when delivering. 
 

Since we will not be able to talk with the people we deliver 
to, I'd like to find a couple of children and teenagers who 
would like to draw pictures for us to leave with the meals to 
help brighten the day of those we deliver to (art class idea 
for homeschooling families?). 
 

I'm available to answer all of your questions and would love 
to add your names to my calendar of volunteers! 
 

Deanne 

Meals on Wheels Coordinator for Living Christ 


