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Access the entire church calendar from the
home page by clicking on the calendar button.
You can then navigate not only to the current
month but upcoming months.

Our Identity:
LOVED + SENT
Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: Loved and
Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more than we deserve, and
we are sent by Him with more purpose than we could ever imagine.
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January 2021
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Many of us have been waiting anxiously for 2021. We can’t wait to turn the page on
the past year and leave it behind. Out with the old, and in with the new! The feeling
of newness that comes in January is exciting most years, but this year s exceptional. We don’t just want a new year, we need it after the year we’ve all had. We need
a fresh start, are-do, a new beginning.
But, friends, don’t forget that the newness we crave is already ours
in Jesus. In Him we have a fresh start, a re-do, and a new beginning.
And we don’t need to wait! It’s ours today in Christ.
In Jesus the old is gone, the new has come. In Jesus our sin is left
behind, our past mistakes are forgotten, and our old ways of living
are no more. In Jesus we are forgiven, redeemed, and set free!
As much as we enjoy new things and new years, sometimes they can be scary. There are lots of
unknowns. Who knows if this year will actually be better? What if it’s worse? What unforeseen
challenges await us? I can’t answer those questions for us. I sure hope this new year is better
than the last, but I can’t guarantee it. What we do know, and what we can be sure of, is that we
enter into this new year with Jesus right by our side. He fearlessly goes before us. He knows what
awaits us. Nothing surprises Him, and He will not leave our side.
What we also know is that the new life we have in Him never grows old. It never goes away. It is
always ours. The new beginning that we find in Jesus never cracks, fades, or perishes. His forgiveness, grace, redemption, and hope are forever ours.
So, while we give thanks for this new year, let’s not forget to
give thanks for the newness that is ours in Jesus.
In Christ,
Pastor Peter

Come Worship with Us In
Person or Online
January 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 at 10 AM
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Those Serving
us this Month

Altar Guild:
Help Needed
Communion Assistant:
1/3 Art
1/17 Wayne
LCD Projector:
1/3
Kathy
1/10 Lynne
1/17 Kathy
1/24 Lynne
1/31 Kathy
Ushers:
1/3 George and Scott
1/10 Art and Smitha
1/17 Marty and George
1/24 Susan and Matt
1/31 Scott and Smitha
Welcome Partners:
1/3 Susan and Matt
1/10 Kathy and Scott
1/17 Laura and Gilda
1/24 Gilda and Smitha
1/31 Laura and Kathy
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Out with the Old
“Out with the old and in with the new” is a
common expression and theme for ending
the old year and beginning the new year. It
signifies a passing of time, and also a passing into a new era or new commitments.
Honestly, I can’t think of too many things in
this world that might change between December, 2020, and January, 2021, other than the arrival of vaccines
and a change in presidency. Our planning, our commitments and our
teamwork remain the same. Our physical ailments and other challenges won’t suddenly disappear.
The abundant grace of God will still remains with us, and God’s presence will still be a major aspect in our lives. God’s hand in history will
still be felt. So, what kind of oldness and newness do we need and
should we expect in our lives? II Cor. 5:17,18 gives us the answer.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation ---”.
The change is about Christ coming into our lives and our acceptance
of His redemption. It is a fulfillment of God’s initiative and purpose in
creation, and this takes place in Christ! We have been reconciled. We
have been forgiven. We have been saved. We have been made new.
We have absolute certainty about the Gospel, that Jesus died on the
cross, of His resurrection, and of His promised eternal life.
I believe God wants us all to be a part of this newness, this new creation. We are to be reconcilers with our acquaintances, to forgive as we
have been forgiven, and to share of the salvation message as we
have heard and read and seen.
If this sounds like something you are doing already, don’t stop during
the new year. If this sound new to you, 2021 would be a great year to
make a new commitment – first, to accept
God’s grace, and then, to share that grace
with your acquaintances. Let’s all accept
and share this newness in 2021!
Wayne
President

Please prayerfully consider signing up to serve for one month of 2021. A
sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board by the elevator. If you feel you
cannot commit for a whole month, please consider signing up for one week. If
you are not sure what is involved or how to do it, talk to Smitha or Lynne. If you
would like to assist for a week or more, let us know.
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ALTAR FLOWERS
SIGN-UP
The cost is $40 for the 2 arrangements or $23 for 1 arrangement. Your check can
be made out to LCLC and
placed in the offering plate.
Please let the office know if
the flowers are in celebration
of an occasion or in memory
of someone. An Altar flower
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
by the
elevator.

January 2021

Worship Notes and Previews
1/3:

Second Sunday of Christmas
Assigned Reading: Luke 2:41-52

1/10: Baptism
of Our Lord
Assigned Reading: Luke 3:1-22
1/17: Second Sunday after Epiphany
Assigned Reading: Luke 4:14-30
1/24: Third Sunday after Epiphany
Assigned Reading: Luke 5:1-11
1/31

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Assigned Reading: Luke 6:1-16

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
All of us had a Christmas season that looked different than any other, some for the good and some for
the bad. One really fun thing that came out of the
COVID accommodations was the creation of Countdown to Christmas at Living Christ. We knew we
couldn’t do Breakfast with Santa and the Christ
Child with all the families packing the church, so we
went remote. Four weeks of story and song videos
were recorded, one for each week of Advent. Craft
and activity bags were packed with items for each
week. When purchasing, we decided to buy for 20 families and 48 children so we’d have plenty of
materials. God brought 20 families and 43 children to us! How fun, and what encouragement to
continue this next year, even when we can get together again! Please join us in thanking God for
the creativity and helpful hands that went into this endeavor, and for the families who joined in.

COMFORT DOG MINISTRY
It seems that JoJo is getting busier and busier, maybe
as people realize that it could be a dark, lonely winter.
She has been doing a little in person, visiting individual
friends and health care workers at a hospital, as well as
going back to visits at her old pediatric dentist office.
How fun it has been to make new friends and reconnect
with the old ones! She has been doing a number of virtual visits at nursing homes and assisted living centers
as well as schools. She’s getting pretty good at Zooming, though in person is really her thing. Please join us in
wishing her a Happy Birthday on January 14 – 11 years
old and still going strong! After all, there are still people
who need her special kind of comfort!
Becky
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Dear Living Christ Friends,
We are supporting Matt and Martha Miles, their group and their family as
our Ministry of the Month for January. Please continue to remember them
in your prayers as they reach out in East Oakland to those who are seeking Christ. They are expecting their 4th son at the end of January.
Ann, Director of Christian Service
From Matt and Martha:
We are so grateful for you! Thank you for walking with us, for praying for us, for giving to us and to
the community that God loves in Oakland and beyond. We wouldn’t be here without your support!
It humbles us every time we think of God’s faithfulness and generosity expressed through you!
Our parent organization is NOVO. The Novo Partner Portal is available if you would like to give a
donation online, recurring gifts and more. You can find it at novo.org/give. If you notice a problem
with your giving, please let us know and we can help figure if something happened in the transition
of systems.
With Deep Gratitude,
The Miles Family
Mattandmarthamiles@gmail.com

Food Pantry Update
Praise God, we continue to receive donations and provide for our neighbors. In the 1st 3 weeks in
December, we have given away 85 bags of food. On December 17th we also gave away 30 special
Christmas goody bags that contained Christmas treats including hot chocolate, popcorn, fruit, nuts
and candy,
Donations this time of year are doing well, both from our members and the neighborhood. This
year the need is even greater and will continue to be great now and in the winter months ahead.
I want to thank everyone who has donated their time and support to our pantry. Without that we
couldn’t continue to operate. I look forward to a day when we open the food pantry and on one has
a need to come. Until then, I pray that God will continue to provide us with food to help our neighbors.
God bless, and thank you all.
Art
Ecclesiastes 4:10: If one falls down, his
friend can help him up, but pity the man who
falls down and has no one to help him up.
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Scrip Gift Cards
Thank you to those of you who support the Scrip Gift Card Fund by purchasing
and ordering gift cards. Cards are ordered the first Sunday of each month.
Hundreds of cards are available through Scrip. Popular cards will continue to be
available. Would you consider purchasing gift cards once in a while to be used for gifts or for your
everyday purchases at grocery stores, gas stations, and restaurants?
The proceeds from the sale of gift cards are used for non-budgeted items needed for our church.
We also use some of the proceeds to help others. Be sure to check them out.
Check with me by e-mail or phone anytime to see what is available.
Deanne
Gift Card Coordinator

Newsletter
January
‘21
1/10
1/15

February ‘21

Proofer

Ann

Karen

Ready to collate

1/23

2/23

Collate team

Linda
Bob

Kathy S.
Arlene

Month
Articles due
Ready to proof

2/10
2/15

Thank you to Karen and Arlene and George
for your help with the December newsletter.
Here is the schedule for January and February. A new schedule will be made for the
next year in a few weeks. If you
would like to serve by helping
proof or collate the newsletter,
give the church office a call.

Lifeline Screening Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today?
Life Line Screening will be here at Living Christ Lutheran
Church on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are
typically not a part of a routine physical. To be more proactive about your health and to live longer for yourself, your
family and your community, please register for these potentially life-saving tests today. Get more
info about how you can sign up. There is no time like the present to take action! Learn more by
watching this short video:http://www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/
Three ways to register:
Call toll-free: 866-229-0469
Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
Text: the word circle to 797979
We will have some COMPLIMENTARY SCREENINGs available. If you are interested, please
contact the church office before you sign up.
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17
22
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25
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Karen
Wendy
Philip
Wayne
Judy
Marty
Anthony
Gary
Steve

Happy Anniversary
Rachael and Shaun
1/9/1999

Celebration and
Memorial Fund
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PLANNING AHEAD
Jan 3
Jan 5
Jan 6
Jan 10
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27
Feb. 2
Feb. 7
Feb. 9
Feb 10
Feb. 17
April 1
April 2
April 4

Memorials given this month:
To the memorial Fund
• In memory of James by Kathy and Scott
• In memory of Jean by Nancy, Judy,
Laura, Becky and Marty, Fred and Patty
and Arnie

Elders:
Art
Wayne
Marty

To the Comfort Dog Ministry
• In memory of Jean by Gilda, Ilene and
Sharon and John

Mites collected after service
Scrip Orders placed
Board of Directors Meeting on Zoom
Zoom Bible Class
Newsletter Deadline
Zoom Bible Class
Zoom Bible Class
Zoom Bible Class
Board of Directors Meeting
Mites collected after the service
Scrip Orders placed
Lifeline Screening
Newsletter Deadline
Ash Wednesday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter

Official Acts:
Jean Schade was called
to her heavenly home on
November 25th.

To the Altar Guild
• In memory of Jean by Ilene
To the Loving and Caring Fund
• In memory of Jean by Kathy S. and
Deanne and Wayne
To the Prayer Shawl Ministry
• In memory of Jean by Marge

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S
MISSIONARY LEAGUE AT LCLC
Mites will be collected Sunday, January 3rd.
Mites are collected the 1st Sunday of the month
every month by the Women’s Guild. $35.50 was
collected for mites in December. The mites
collected go to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League, which supports many international
mission projects. Thank you for your
support.
Nancy

