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Congregational  
Meeting 

Sunday, May 30th 

Meeting 11 a.m.  
Please plan to attend 
either in-person or on 

Zoom. 

Our Identity: 
LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: 
Loved and Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more 
than we deserve, and are sent by Him with more purpose than we 

could ever imagine.  

Will you help to deliv-
er Meals on Wheels 
in June? 

Join us every Wednesday 
at 10 am in May for an in 
person Bible Study as we 
look through the book of 
Acts. You can also watch 
on Facebook or 
YouTube. 

Worship with us every  
Sunday in person or 
online at 10 am  

either at Facebook or 
on YouTube 

Access the entire church calendar from the 
home page by clicking on the calendar button.  
 
You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



Worship with us.  

May Services, in person and live streamed 
May 2nd, May 9th, May 16th, May 23rd, May 30th 

10 AM 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

I am writing this to you while I look out my front window at a beautiful spring  
scene. I see blossoms on bushes, grass that is getting greener by the day, buds 
bursting open on the trees, and flowers blooming up from the ground. Even after 
I finish this letter to you, I will probably sit here a while longer just to take it all in. 
I love spring! 
 

There is so much about this season that can remind us about what we have in Christ, isn’t there?  
 

This season reminds us of what Jesus has already done for us: He defeated death as He sprung 
forth from the grave! Like a flower springing up after a winter’s dormancy, Jesus has brought life 
out of death. 
 

Spring also reminds us of what we have today in Jesus: newness of life. Jesus came to make all 
things new. The old has gone, the new has come. Our mistakes and sins don’t define us because 
we have new life in Jesus’ name. I don’t know about you, but I tend to forget about winter pretty 
quickly once the beauty of spring sets in. In much the same way, our old sinful lives are forgotten 
by God, and He wants you to bask in the newness of life He has for you today. 
 

This time of year also reminds us of what awaits us. Like the first shoots that come up from the 
ground saying, “Summer is coming!”, we know that a new day is coming for us. The empty tomb is 
that sign telling us that an eternity awaits us with our Savior.  
 

The signs of spring are everywhere by now. The trees, grass, leaves, and flowers are telling us 
that summer is just around the corner. Spring means evenings with the windows open, strolls 
around the block after dinner, barbecues, dinner out on the deck, and lots more sun.  
 

But, I hope that spring can also mean more to us than just that. I hope that 
it can remind us of all we have in Jesus. The newness and life that we see 
in spring are found in abundance in our Savior. So, spend some time look-
ing out your window. Stop and pause to pick a flower or soak up the sun. 
And, as you do, reflect on Jesus your Savior.  
 

In Christ,  
 

Pastor Peter 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, May 30, 2021 11 am 
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The Post-Pandemic Church 

 

Many of us have been wondering how churches will be changed when the pandemic is finally over. 
Will they still be the same? Will they be changed minimally? Will they be changed radically? Actu-
ally, we don’t have very many answers to our questions, but we do have numerous questions that 
are unanswered. Here are the answers that we do know: 
 

1. People have many stories to tell of how God provided resources when needed, how they 
survived their isolation and loneliness when institutions they depended on were closed, how 
they kept the faith, and how they helped others in need. Certainly, we need to share these 
stories! 

2. Online worship will continue, even as increasingly we return to in-person worship. 
3. Churches that were struggling with attendance and finances before the pandemic will con-
tinue to struggle with attendance and finances after the pandemic is over. 

 

But we have many unanswered questions, including some of the following: 
 

1. Will we have a new emphasis on what is most important? Will we have a new emphasis on 
“connecting” rather than “gathering”? Is gathering the main function of church? Will success 
continue to be stated as the number of people? 

2. Will we go from the 3 B’s (budget, building, bodies) to the 3 R’s (repent, return, reimagine)? 
3. Can ministry improve when out of the building? Will we have a new understanding of social 
ministry? 

4. Can we increasingly understand the effects of isolation and loneliness? (Churches shouldn’t 
have lonely people; the Acts 2 church didn’t.) 

5. How many have really dropped out during the past year? Are the dropouts temporary or 
permanent? 

6. Have people been coming to church out of habit or because they need Jesus? (Habits are 
hard to break!) 

7. Will we be more encouraging to others to attend? 
 

These are some challenging, but necessary, questions. How would you answer these questions? 
How will our church and other churches answer them? 
 

In Ezra 3:11-13, we read about the consideration of building a new temple 
to replace the destroyed one. “With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the 
Lord: ‘He is good, his love toward Israel endures forever.’ And all the people 
gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because the foundation of the 
house of the Lord was laid. But many of the older priests and Levites and 
family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw 
the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 
No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of 
weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound was 
heard far away.”  
 

Can we possibly return to church, to what we once had, without any emotions? without shouting or 
weeping? without thanks? without praise?  
 

Wayne, President 

From the President 
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Altar Guild: Help Needed 
 

Communion Assistant: 
5/2 Marty 
5/16 Art 
 

LCD Projector: 
5/2 Lynne 
5/9 Kathy 
5/16 Lynne 
5/23 Kathy 
5/30 Lynne 
 

Ushers: 
5/2 Jack and Smitha 
5/9 Susan and Matt 
5/16 Marty and Art 
5/23 Scott and Jack 
5/30 Smitha and Art 
 

Welcome Partners: 
5/2 Kathy 
5/9 Gilda 
5/16 Smitha 
5/23 Rita 
5/30 Laura 

Those Serving 
us this Month 

Worship 
Notes and 
Preview 

5/2: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Text:  Acts 6:8-15; 7:54-8:4  
 

5/9: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Text:  Acts 9:1-20  
 

5/16  Seventh Sunday Easter 
Text:  Acts 13:1-12  
 

5/23 The Day of Pentecost 
Text: Acts 2:1-12, John 20:19-23  
  

 

5/30: Trinity Sunday 

Text:  Acts 28:11-31  

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Easter Egg Hunt 
this year. Pastor Peter in the Santa 
suit certainly got across the mes-
sage of the wonderful surprise of 
the first Easter, and many families 
expressed pleasure with the 
changes we made that gave them 
a safe place to have fun. It was so 
good to take a step toward 
“normal” on the beautiful Easter 
Saturday God 
gave us. 
 

Becky  

Easter 
Out-

reach 

On Easter 
weekend, 
ten couples 
and individ-
uals deliv-

ered beautiful spring flowers to 
many of our members who 
haven’t been able to attend 
church in person during the 
last year. We wanted to share 
the joy of Easter beauty with 
them, and let them know they 
are in our hearts. Won’t it be 
wonderful when we can all be 
together again! Thank you to 
all who delivered these mes-
sages of Easter joy. 

Becky 

Comfort Dog  
Ministry 

 

We were so sorry to share 
with you the loss of JoJo 
this past month, but all of 
us in the comfort dog min-
istry would like to thank 
you for your years of pray-
ers and financial support, 
not to mention the emo-
tional support and joy we 
shared at the wonderful 
gift God gave to us in Jo-
Jo. She gave us so much 
love and enabled us to 
reach so many people 
around the country with 
the love of Jesus. We went 
places and met people we 
never would have met oth-
erwise. Any lack of grace 
and compassion in these 
encounters was certainly 
on our part, for JoJo un-
conditionally and without 
reservation showed love to 
every person she met. We 
plan to have a celebration 
of her life when the weath-
er gets warmer more con-
sistently, and we look for-
ward to sharing that time 
with you too. 
 

Becky 

Memorials received in the 
last month: 
 

To the Comfort Dog Ministry 
* by Dave and Donna and Cheryl in memory of 
Shirley 

* By Linda, Marilyn and Sue, Marge and Fred in memory of 
JoJo 
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Newsletter Assistance  
 

Thanks to Becky and Kathy B.for helping 
with the April Newsletter. 
 

If you would like to assist with the news-
letter, please call the church office. Here 
is the schedule for the coming months. 

Communications 

Month May June July 
Articles due 5/10 6/10 7/10 

Ready to 
proof 

5/15 6/15 7/15 

Proofer Karen Becky Gilda 

Ready to 
collate 

5/23-24 6/23-24 7/21-22 

Collate team Kathy S. 
Arlene 

Kathy and 
Scott 

Linda 
Bob 

Food Pantry Update 

 

Food giveaways last month ranged from a low of sixteen bags to a 
high of twenty-six. The weekly average was just over 20 bags. Most 
of the clients that came are local coming from Buffalo Grove, Wheel-
ing, Palatine and Arlington Heights. We give to first timers almost 
every week, as well as people who come often. 
 

The bags we give out contain 3 cans of veggies, a can meal such as 
SpaghettiOs or chili. 2 cans of soup, 2 cans of tuna or chicken, 1 can 
of beans, 1 can of fruit, peanut butter and jelly, paper towels or toilet 
paper, breakfast cereal, pasta and sauce, a bag of rice or instant po-
tatoes, a box meal and a box of mac and cheese, and snacks. 
Sometimes we give out other items we receive like dish or hand 
soap, hand sanitizer, toothpaste, salad dressing, and other random 
items that are donated. 
 

Thanks to everyone who has helped to make the food pantry such a 
success. 
 

Art 
 

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.”  

1 Timothy 6:18 

Scrip Gift Cards  
Still Available 

 

If you would like gift cards during this time, don't hesitate to contact 
me. I will arrange a safe way to get cards to you. 
 

Stay safe and well! 
 

Deanne 

Meals Meals Meals Meals 

on on on on 

WheelsWheelsWheelsWheels 
 

Look for more infor-
mation closer to June. 
 

Deanne 
Meals on Wheels  
Coordinator for Living 
Christ 
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2019–2021 LWML Mission Grant: Distributions 
Mission Goal $2,100,000        

Mission Grant       Disbursed  Still Needed 
1.  Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya   $ 80,000    0 
2.  Teach Me Too—Preschoolers with Learning Needs $100,000    0 
3.  Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in Africa $100,000    0 
4.  God’s Grace for This Generation    $100,000    0 
5.  God’s Word Changes Everything    $ 95,000    0 
6.  Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala  $100,000    0 
7.  Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families  $100,000    0 
8.  Lights for Christ Scholarships     $ 45,000   $50,000 
9.  Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation  $ 40,000    0 
10. Ministry in Motion      $ 58,000    0 
11. Touching the Living Word     $100,000    0 
12. Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia    $100,000    0 
13. Digital Media Development     $ 30,000    0 
14. Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln  $ 50,000    0 
15. Pre– and Post-Seminary Training for Local Church Workers $ 62,650    0 
16. Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow    $ 80,000    0 
17. Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere    $ 60,000    0 
18. Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction  $ 50,000    0 
19. Making Jesus Known in the US Ethnic Communities $100,000    0 
20. Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on the Border $ 98,400    0 
21. LCMS Deaconess Ministry     $ 39,523    0 
  Total Disbursed           $1,588,573   $50,000 
Updated 4/13/2021 

May’s Ministries of the Month are The Lutheran Home in 
Arlington Heights, and Kindred Life Ministries 
 

The Lutheran Home care for and provide for the elderly, 
Many of these residents no longer have family who visit 
them. We, as a congregation, can provide help to make 
their lives easier. Our donation to its auxiliary helps to pro-
vide items the residents cannot afford for themselves, 
whether medical assistance devices or items for leisure activities. Thank 
you for joining us in supporting this organization that ministers to the elderly 
to keep them active and provide for their needs. 
 

Kindred Life Ministries is a Christian, not-for-profit ministry dedicated to 
supporting families through services that meet the multi-faceted needs of 
teen parents utilizing the church, the community and the family of origin to 
help teen parents not only survive parenthood but thrive in it.  

Mites 
were 
col-
lected 
on 
April 
4th. $58.52 was 
collected. Mites will 
be collected on 
May 2nd. 
Thanks to every-
one for your sup-
port of the LWML. 
 

Nancy 

Lutheran Women’s  
Missionary League 

We gathered together for our first in-person Bible study in over a year! It 
was such a joy to be able to gather together around God's Word in that 
way. We will be meeting on Wednesdays at 10am at church. We would 
love to see you there! 
 

Please bring a Bible. For our study, we will be taking a look at the book of 
Acts. 
 

Not able to make it in-person? Subscribe to our Youtube Channel  
and like our Facebook Page to study with us online live at 11:30am!  
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May 2 Scrip Orders 
 placed 
 Mites collect
 ed after the 
 service  

May 4 BOD Meeting in-person and Zoom 

May 5 Wed. Morning in-person Bible Study 
May 12 Wed. Morning in-person Bible Study 
May 19 Wed. Morning in-person Bible Study 
May 26 Wed. Morning in-person Bible Study 
May 30 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 in-person and Zoom 

June 1-30 Deliver Meals on Wheels  

June 1 BOD Meeting 
June 6 Mites collected after the service  

 Scrip orders placed 

5/6 Art 
5/11 Paul 
5/13 Arnie 
 Melissa 
5/16 Shaun 
5/17 Clarisse 
5/21 Susan  
5/25 Andrew 

5/30 Ilene 

Karen and Tom 

5/12/62 
Lynne and Art 
5/20/78 

Gilda and Fred 
5/23/81 

E
ld
e
rs

 Art  

Wayne 
Marty 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Please mark your calendars! Our semiannual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, May 
30 at 11 A.M. This will be an in-person meeting at church, but you will also be able to join us with a 
Zoom invitation. It will include nomination of members of the board of directors among other topics. 
Hope to see you there. If you have anything you would like to know more about, any specific topic 
addressed, please let Wayne know. Thank you 
Below is the invitation for the Zoom Congregational Meeting. Call the church office if you have any 
questions. 
 

Topic: Living Christ Congregational Meeting 
Time: Sunday, May 30, 2021 11:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84487991240?
pwd=SkxnUFc2dHZwVTMwZGNiRlJuM3VJUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 844 8799 1240 
Passcode: 078266 
 

By phone Dial: 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 844 8799 1240 
Passcode: 078266 


