
February 2023     Page 1 

    
What’s InsideWhat’s InsideWhat’s InsideWhat’s Inside    
February 2023February 2023February 2023February 2023 

 

Article                                      Page 

 

President 2 

Those Serving Us 3 

Worship Previews 3 

Newsletter Helpers 3 

Transition Team/Call Committee 4 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 4 

Christian Service 5 

Evangelism/Outreach 5 

Lifeline Screening 6 

Scrip Gift Cards 6 

Celebration and Memorial Fund 6 

Birthdays 7 

Thrivent 7 

Planning Ahead 7 

Elders 7 

Prayer Chain 7    

Our Identity: 
LOVED + SENT 

Living Christ is a community of believers who leans on two words: 
Loved and Sent. We believe that we are loved by God in Jesus more 
than we deserve, and we are sent by Him with more purpose than we 

could ever imagine.  

Save the 
Date: 

Ordination 
and 

Installation 
of Pastor 
Bill Harder 
Sunday, 
March 5, 
2023 3 pm 

Access the entire church calendar from the 
home page by clicking on the calendar button.  
 
You can then navigate not only to the current 

month but upcoming months.  



February 2023 

Come worship with us 
in person or online.  
February 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 10 AM Pg. 3 Worship Notes and Previews 

Pg. 5 Ministries of the Month 

Pg. 7 Thrivent Choice Dollars 

inside... 

 The Bible speaks often about God's acceptance of us and 
how we should be accepting of others. Romans 15:7 says 
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God”. 
 

 God wants and expects us to be accepting others regard-
less of the differences. We are to accept others just like Christ 
has accepted us. Jesus was our perfect example of accepting 
others, no matter their sin or choices. Jesus extended grace and 
forgiveness to all and we are commanded to do the same.  
 

 God accepted us with joy. Luke 15:3, “Parable of the lost 
sheep shows us that the Kingdom of God is for everyone, even 
those who were sinners or strayed from God’s path”. 
 

 God accepted us in spite of our sins. 1 Timothy 1:15 says “ 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 
worst“. 
 

 God accepts anyone who comes to Him. John 6:37 says 
“All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never drive away“. 
 

Accepting one another means glorifying God.  
 

We need to follow the Lord’s example in receiving each other in love and without judgment, which 
will bring glory and honor to His name. God loves and accepts us unconditionally. God wants us to 
accept everyone-no matter what. Like God, we can accept everyone without approving of everything 
they do.  
 

Dear Lord, You have called us to model a life of love to those around us. Teach us to love and ac-
cept one another. You are our perfect example of walking in love and accepting one another. You 
sent Your son to die on the cross for us. Teach us to be sacrificial in how we treat and love those 
around us. This brings You glory, and our heart’s desire is to bring You the recognition You deserve. 
Help us to see everyone as humans made in 
Your image. And help us extend the love that’s 
been extended to us through Your son Jesus. 
Amen.  
 

Smitha 

President 

Save the Date: 
Ordination and Installation of 

Pastor Bill Harder 
March 5, 2023 3 pm 
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Altar Guild: Arlene 

 

Pastoral Assistant: 
2/5 Marty 

2/12  Art 
2/19 Marty 

2/22 7 pm Art 
2/26 

 

Lay Reader: 
2/5 Luanne 

2/12 Becky 

2/19 Marty 

2/22 7 pm Gilda 

2/26 George R. 
 

LCD Projector: 
2/5  Rita 

2/12 Smitha 

2/19 Lynne H. 
2/22 7 pm  Smitha 

2/26 Lynne H. 
 

Live Streaming 

2/5 Matt 
2/12 Matt 
2/19 George 

2/22 7 pm Help Needed 

2/26 George 

 

Ushers: 
2/5 Jack and George R. 
2/12 Art and Susan 

2/19 Smitha and Marty 

2/22 7 pm Art and Fred 

2/26  Marty and Smitha 

 

Welcomers: 
2/5 Nancy 

2/12 Gilda 

2/19 Laura 

2/22 7 pm Nancy 

2/26 Gilda 

Those Serving 
us this Month 

Thank you to  
Becky and Arlene 
and George S. for 
your help with the  

January  
newsletter. 

Communications 
Here is the schedule for February and March. 
 

 

Month Mar. 

Articles due 2/10 

Ready to proof 2/15 

Proofer Karen 

Ready to collate 2/23-24 

Collate team Linda and  
Bonnie 

April 

3/10 

3/15 

Becky 

3/24-25 

Arlene and 
George S. 

2/5: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Guest Pastor: Vicar Bill Harder 
 Assigned Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9a 

  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

  Matthew 5:13-20 

 

2/12: Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Guest Pastor: Vicar Bill Harder 
 Assigned Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

  Matthew 5:21-37 

 

2/19: The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

 Guest Pastor: Vicar Bill Harder 
 Assigned Readings: Exodus 24:8-18 

  2 Peter 1:16-21 

  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

2/22 7 PM Service  with Holy Communion 

 Guest Pastor: Vicar Bill Harder 
 Assigned Readings: Joel 2:12-19 

  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

              Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

2/26: First Sunday in Lent 
 Guest Pastor: Vicar Bill Harder 
 Assigned Reading: Genesis 3:1-21 

  Romans 5:12-19 

  Matthew 4:1-11 

 

We plan on having an Ash Wednesday Service in person and 
online at 7pm on Wednesday, February 22nd 

 

As of this date, there are not any plans to have midweek Lenten 
Services. We will keep you posted. 

Worship Previews and NotesWorship Previews and NotesWorship Previews and NotesWorship Previews and Notes    
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CELEBRATE THE LORD OF THE NATIONS WITH LWML IN MILWAUKEE — 
June 22–25, 2023. Now is the time to make plans to attend the 40th Biennial LWML 
Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023. “Celebrate the Lord of the 
Nations,” is the convention theme based on Psalm 33:12–13. Attendees will be in-
spired by the convention goal, “As His children, we celebrate the Lord of the nations.”  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League News 

LWML Mission Grant—February 2023 Feature 

Reaching the Homebound with God’s Word 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. (DBA Worship Anew) — $100,000 

 

Lutheran Ministries Media reaches the homebound and aging with the life-saving 
message of the Gospel through the weekly broadcast ministry of Worship Anew. 
With an aging population, the need exists to have accessibility to faithful teaching and understanding of 
the Bible as taught in our creeds and Lutheran confessions. The broadcast currently reaches areas of 
New York, Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa. Lutheran Ministries Media wants to expand 
their broadcast area by securing on-the air broadcast time on a new nationwide station and also en-
hance their online presence. The grant funds will be used to pay the broadcast fees and the internet ex-
pansion.  
Worship Anew has six regular pastors who appear on Worship Anew plus guest appearances from 
church leaders and the speaker of The Lutheran Hour. These homilies are about 10 
minutes and bringing a message of comfort to those who hear. We find ourselves in ex-
tremely tumultuous times. It seems so easy to be filled with anxiousness and uncertain-
ty. For those unable to attend church, this ministry is a source of great comfort. And 
even for many who still attend church, it is another great opportunity to be built up in the 
faith. This is why, even with the significant growth and success of Worship Anew, there 
is still an incredible challenge to reach people in many other areas around the United 
States, where the program does not currently go. Support from the LWML will be vital in 
ensuring thousands more each week will hear God's Word proclaimed on Worship 
Anew.  

Greetings from the Transition Team/Call Committee. 
 

On January 17th, we received a letter from Vicar Bill Harder addressed to 
the Members of Living Christ Lutheran Church. He has accepted the call 
to be our next pastor. 
 

I'm not going to use clipart for balloons and confetti or emojis or exclama-
tion points. But, make no mistake, it is a time for celebration. Find a psalm 
this week that focuses on rejoicing and read it out loud. God works in His 
time and in His ways among His people. 
 

Please continue to pray for Vicar Bill and Marilyn as they transition to be our friends and especially 
for soon to be Pastor Bill as he steps into the role of our spiritual guide and pas-
tor. Look for the announcement of his ordination and installation service and invite 
a former member or someone we haven't seen for a while to celebrate with us. 
Beginning January 29th, Bill will be our full time worship leader going forward. 
 

We will plan periodically to have communion during the time between January 
29th and the installation service. 
 

Sincerely, Marty,  
Elder 

Mites will 
be collect-
ed after 
the church 
service on 
February 
5th. 
$76.07 
was col-
lected in 
January 
for mites. 
Thank 
you.  
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Christian Service—Ministry of the Month 

 

We are blessed to be supporting Pastor Joel Fritsche and 
family again this year as they work to spread the Gospel, 
plant Lutheran churches, and show mercy in the Dominican 
Republic. Rev. Joel and Clarion Fritsche serve the Lord as 
missionaries of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
(LCMS) in the Dominican Republic. In this role, Joel plants 
new churches in this country. He forms and develops 
groups of believers into mature, self-sustaining and self-
replicating congregations through Word and Sacrament 
ministry. Joel also serves as the director of Concordia Sem-
inary and Mercy Center in Palmar Arriba (which is in the 
Santiago province of the Dominican Republic). As director, 
he teaches courses and helps prepare men to be pastors 
who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in this country and 
throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 

Joel was born in Houston, Texas. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in music from Concordia University, Seward, Ne-
braska, and received his Master of Divinity from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. Before becoming a missionary, he 
served as a pastor of congregations in Wyoming, Texas 
and Illinois. He also worked as an admissions counselor at 
Concordia Seminary. Joel and Clarion have three beautiful 
children - Viktor, Sergei and Andrei - who join them on the 
mission field. 
 

Please pray for the Fritsches as they serve the Lord in the 
Dominican Republic. Pray that God gives them strength 
and peace in their family life and as they work to communi-
cate the Good News of Jesus Christ. Ask God to give Joel 
wisdom and faithfulness as he helps raise up pastors, dea-
conesses and other church leaders to serve the Dominican 
church. Pray that 
God continues to 
bless Joel’s service 
to the church and 
Clarion’s home-
schooling of their 
three boys. Let us 
give thanks that Joel, 
Clarion and their fam-
ily are serving God’s 
children in the Do-
minican Republic. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Nancy 

I just wanted to update the 
good news of our local out-
reach activities in December. 
Soup lunches were taken to 10 
different shut-in members, 
some all 3 weeks and some 
just once. We were also able to 
serve 7 people outside of our 
church, neighbors and relatives 
of our members. Thank you so 
much for those who shopped, 
cooked, delivered, and espe-
cially to those who used this 
opportunity to reach out to peo-
ple who needed help and got to 
know the love of Jesus at Living 
Christ in this way. We also de-
livered plants to 6 people who 
did not need food, but haven’t 
been able to get to church. 
What a joy it was to be able to 
catch up with these dear friends 
we hadn’t seen for so long! 
 

Lutheran Child and Family Ser-
vices sent several letters thank-
ing us for our donations this 
December to buy Christmas 
presents for their foster chil-
dren. Thank you all for your 
generosity, and for making a 
difference in the lives of chil-
dren who have so little. 
 

Becky 

Evangelism/Outreach 
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Celebration and Memorial Fund 

 

Memorials given this month: 
 

In memory of Rory by Laura 

 

Donations can be made anytime honoring someone such as for their birthday or anniversary and 
also as a Memorial to a friend or family member. 

FEBRUARY IS  

NATIONAL  

HEART MONTH 

 

Living Christ Lutheran Church will be hosting a Life Line 
Screening preventive health event on Friday, February 10, 
2023 

 

Do you have high cholesterol or high blood pressure? Have mem-
bers of your family suffered from these ailments? Do you have a 
poor diet? If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, you may 
want to consider being screened for your risk of stroke through the 
services of Life Line Screening. Life Line Screening uses ultra-
sound technology to view the plaque build-up in your carotid arter-
ies, the main arteries that carry blood to the brain. Blockages in 
these arteries are a leading cause of stroke.  
 

What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You! 

• If you are age 21-80 learn your risk for developing 6 different 
chronic diseases 

• $3 out of every $4 spent on healthcare is for treatment of 
chronic disease 

• Better lifestyle habits can help prevent 80% of heart disease 
and 90% of type 2 diabetes 

 

The 6 for Life Health Assessment measures your risk of develop-
ing 6 chronic diseases, including heart disease, congestive heart 
failure, stroke, diabetes, COPD and lung cancer. A customized re-
port will determine which risk factors contribute most to your dis-
ease risk and are within your control to change. Finger-stick blood 
tests with results in 10 minutes, along with biometric measure-
ments are included with this assessment. These are separate from 
our vascular screenings. 
Protect your health by registering today for the 6 for Life Health 
Assessment. 
 

All screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. call 1-888-653-

6441 or go to www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text 
the word circle to 797979 for more information or to pre-register. 
 

We have some COMPLIMENTARY SCREENINGs availa-
ble. If you are interested, please contact the church of-
fice before you sign up. 

Scrip Gift Card  
Information 

 

Scrip Orders: 
 

I will take scrip orders on the fol-
lowing dates: 
February 5, 2023 

March 5, 2023 

April 2, 2023 

May 7, 2023 

June 4, 2023 

July 2, 2023 

August 6, 2023 

September 3, 2023 

October 1, 2023 

November 5, 2023 

December 3, 2023 

 

Please Mark your calendars and 
put in an order for gift cards. You 
can use them to get groceries 
and gas. I will continue to stock 
the box. First come first serve for 
the stocked items. This really 
helps with the extras at church.  
 

If you have any questions please 
feel free to contact me. 
 

Respectfully, 

Patty 
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Feb. 5 Mites collected after service 

 Scrip orders placed 

Feb. 10 Lifeline Screening  

Feb.14 Board of Directors Meeting 

Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday Service 

Mar. 5 3 pm Ordination and installation  
 Service of Pastor Bill Harder 
 Scrip Orders placed 

March 12 Mites collected after the service 

Mar. 14 Board of Directors Meeting 

April 6 Maundy Thursday 

April 7 Good Friday 

April 9 Easter 

2/5 Maxwell 
2/13 Rachel 
 Sophia 

2/24 Scott 
2/27 Susan 

 Grace 

 

Happy Belated Birthday to 
George R. on 12/29 

 

 

 

 

Marty 

 

Art 

PLANNING AHEAD 

PRAYER AND CARE--PRAYER CHAIN  
 

If you have a special prayer request, 
please call Nancy or fill out a prayer 
request on the church web site. 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS! 
 

HERE ARE TWO WAYS TO HELP Living 
Christ’s MINISTRIES SERVE IN 2023!  

 

Designate Your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
by March 31st  
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial 
through its Thrivent Choice® program can 
help support organizations you care about 
- like Living Christ Lutheran Church. Don’t 
let Choice Dollars expire. Eligible Thrivent 
Financial members who have available 
Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 
2023, to direct them. Don't miss this oppor-
tunity to recommend that Thrivent Finan-
cial provide outreach funding to Living 
Christ. 
To learn more go to the Thrivent website or 
call 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent 
Choice" after the prompt  
 

Thrivent Action Team Cards  
Through the Thrivent programs, you are 
eligible to receive grant dollars, fee-free 
donations, and support from Thrivent Ac-
tion Team service projects. 
To learn more about Thrivent Action 
Teams see the Thrivent website or talk to 
Arlene or Lynne H. 

Help Wanted 

The worship Com-
mission is looking 
for those to help 
serve as welcom-
ers, projector peo-
ple and live stream-
ing operators. If you 
are able, please see 
Laura to be put on 
the schedule. 


